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What Is Claude in 2026

Claude is an Al assistant built by Anthropic. But calling it a chatbot undersells what it has become. In
2026, Claude is an entire platform: a web chat, a desktop agent that controls your computer, a coding tool
that lives in your terminal, and a design tool that creates prototypes and slides. It spans five products,
each solving different problems.

Browser - based chat. Wite, research, analyze, brainstorm

Projects for persistent context. Web search built in.

Aut ononpbus desktop agent. Reads and wites your files.
Pl ugins, skills, connectors, schedul ed tasks.

Creates docunments, spreadsheets, presentations, PDFs.

Al coding agent in your termnal. Wites, tests, conmts.

Works directly in your codebase. VS Code extension avail able.

Pronpt -t o- prototype. Slides, one-pagers, U nockups.

Appl i es your design system autonatically. Export to PPTX Canva.

Build Claude into your own apps. Pay-as-you-go pricing.




Understanding the Models

Claude is not a single model. Anthropic offers a family of three, each optimized for different tasks.
Knowing which to use is one of the most important things you can learn.

Deep reasoning, complex agent tasks,

Opus 4.8 Moderate Highest 200K tokens
research
Sonnet 4.6 Daily driver, writing, coding, analysis Fast Very High 200K tokens
. Quick tasks, classification, .
Haiku 4.5 Fastest High 200K tokens

high-volume processing

What Is New in Opus 4.8 (May 2026)

Opus 4.8 launched May 28, 2026, with sharper judgment, more honesty about its progress, and the ability
to work independently for longer. Key improvements: agentic coding jumped from 64.3% to 69.2%,
multidisciplinary reasoning went from 54.7% to 57.9%, and fast mode now runs at 2.5x speed at 3x
cheaper than before. Pricing stayed the same.

TIP

Use Sonnet 4.6 for 80% of your work. It handles most tasks extremely well. Switch to Opus 4.8 when you
need deep reasoning, complex multi-step analysis, or long-running agent tasks. Use Haiku 4.5 when speed
matters more than depth.

Effort Control

A new feature in 2026: you can now control how much effort Claude puts into a response. A slider next to
the model selector lets you choose between quick, low-effort answers and deep, thorough analysis. Low
effort is great for simple questions. High effort is better for complex research and writing tasks.



Claude Design (New in 2026)

Claude Design launched April 17, 2026, as a new product from Anthropic Labs. It lets you collaborate with
Claude to create polished visual work: prototypes, slides, one-pagers, pitch decks, and Ul mockups. Think
of it as having a designer on call 24/7.

What You Can Create

 Interactive prototypes from static mockups, shareable for user testing
« Slide decks from rough outlines, exportable to PPTX or Canva

« Feature flows that product managers can hand off to developers

« One-pagers and marketing materials with professional layouts

e Ul/UX mockups that follow your company's design system

Design System Integration

During onboarding, Claude Design builds a design system for your team by reading your codebase and
design files. Every project after that automatically uses your colors, typography, and components. You can
also refine designs by commenting inline on specific elements, editing text directly, or tweaking spacing,
color, and layout with live controls.

WHO CLAUDE DESIGN IS FOR

Founders who need pitch decks without hiring a designer. Product managers who want to sketch feature
flows and hand them off to engineering. Account executives who need on-brand client presentations fast.
Anyone who has ideas but not design skills.
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Claude Cowork

Cowork is the feature that turns Claude from a chatbot into a desktop agent. It runs inside the Claude
Desktop app (macOS and Windows), can read and write files on your computer, execute code, search the
web, and complete multi-step tasks autonomously. It is available on Pro, Max, Team, and Enterprise
plans.

The Power Features

Plugins
Plugins bundle skills, connectors, and slash commands into a single install that turns Claude into a

specialist. The plugin marketplace launched in February 2026 and includes plugins for legal, frontend
design, code review, and more. Install them from Customize > Plugins in the desktop app.

Skills

A skill is a markdown file that teaches Claude how to do one specific thing. Skills fire automatically when
relevant context appears. You can also trigger them manually with slash commands (like /review-contract
or /compliance-check). You can create your own custom skills for workflows specific to your job.

Connectors

Connectors link Claude to external services: Google Drive, Gmail, Slack, Salesforce, Outlook, SharePoint,
OneDrive, Google Calendar, and more. Once connected, Claude can pull data from these services and
act on it. Add them from Customize > Connectors.

Scheduled Tasks

Set Claude to run tasks automatically on a schedule. Daily morning briefings, weekly reports, hourly data
checks. Scheduled tasks have access to your connectors, files, and skills. If your machine is off during a
scheduled run, the task auto-runs when you reopen the app.
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Claude Code

Claude Code is a command-line Al coding agent that lives in your terminal or VS Code. It reads your
codebase, plans changes, writes code directly in your files, runs tests, and commits. Unlike chatting with
Claude and copy-pasting code, Claude Code works directly in your project. Available with Pro ($20/mo),
Max ($100-200/mo), or API key.

Pricing Plans

Free $0/mo Sonnet 4.6 Limited messages, 5 projects, image analysis, web search
Pro $20/mo All 3 models 5x usage, Claude Code, Cowork, Design, Extended Thinking
Max 5x $100/mo All 3 models 5x Pro usage, priority access, max output limits

Max 20x $200/mo All 3 models 20x Pro usage, early features, highest limits

Team $25-30/seat All 3 models Shared projects, admin controls, SSO

TIP

Pro at $20/month is the sweet spot for most people. You get all three models, Claude Code, Cowork, Design,
Extended Thinking, and unlimited projects. Only upgrade to Max if you hit the daily message cap regularly.



50 Things You Can Do with Claude

Here are 50 real use cases organized by category, each with the exact prompt to get started. These range
from simple chat prompts to advanced Cowork automations.

File and Computer Management

Organize All Your Photos and Screenshots

Have Claude sort every photo on your computer into neatly labeled folders by date, topic, and content.
Reorgani ze all ny photos and screenshots into neatly |abeled folders sorted by date, topic, and content. Renar
each file based on what's actually in the inmage.

Clean Up Your Downloads Folder

Claude sorts your cluttered Downloads into organized folders and deletes junk.
Go through ny Downl oads folder. Sort files into Docunents, |nages, Videos, Installers, and Archives. Delete ar
duplicate files and anything ol der than 6 nonths that |ooks |ike junk.

B

Find and Remove Duplicate Files

Scan your entire computer for duplicate files wasting storage space.
Scan ny Docunents and Desktop folders for duplicate files. Show nme what you find with file sizes, and ask
bef ore del eti ng anyt hi ng.

a

Batch Rename Files Intelligently

Rename hundreds of files based on their content instead of random strings.
Renane all the files in this folder using a consistent format: YYYY-MV DD descriptive-nane. Read each file to
determine what it is and name it accordingly.

B

Organize Your Desktop into a Clean System

Transform a messy desktop into an organized workspace in minutes.
My desktop is a ness. Create a folder structure (Wrk, Personal, Finance, Projects, Archive) and sort every
file on ny desktop into the right folder. Leave only the 5 npst recent files on the desktop.

a

Create a Personal File Search Index

Build a searchable inventory of everything on your computer.
Create a spreadsheet catal ogi ng every docunent in ny Docunents folder. Include filenane, file type, size, dat
nodi fied, and a one-line summary of what each file contains.

Back Up and Archive Old Projects

Compress and organize old project folders with clear labels.
Find all project folders in ny Docunents that have not been nodified in over 1 year. Create a ZI P archive of
each one, nane it clearly, nove the archives to an Archive folder, and give ne a sunmary of what was archived

‘ a

Sort Email Attachments from Downloads

Separate and organize email attachments that piled up in Downloads.
Go through ny Downl oads folder and identify all files that |ook Iike email attachnents (invoices, receipts,
contracts, statements). Sort theminto subfolders by type and renane themw th the date and sender if possible
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Writing and Content Creation

Write a Complete Blog Post from an Outline

Go from bullet points to a polished 1,500-word article in minutes.
Wite a 1,500-word blog post fromthis outline: [paste outline]. Use a conversational tone, include a hook
intro, subheadings, and a strong CTA at the end.

il Rewrite Anything in Your Brand Voice

Upload your style guide and have Claude match your exact tone.
Here is ny brand style guide [upload]. Now rewite this draft to match ny brand voice exactly: [paste draft]

)kl Create a Week of Social Media Content

Generate platform-specific posts for an entire week.

Create 7 days of social nedia content for ny [business type]. Each day needs an |nstagram caption, a Linkedln
post, and a Twitter/X post. Thene: [your topic]. |nclude hashtag suggestions.

Pl Turn alLong Article into Multiple Formats

Repurpose one piece of content across every platform.

Take this article [paste/upload] and turn it into: a Twitter/X thread (10 tweets), a Linkedln post, an enil
newsl etter, an |nstagram carousel script (8 slides), and 3 TikTok script hooks.

ikl \WWrite Professional Emails in Seconds

Draft any business email with the right tone instantly.
Wite a professional email to [recipient] about [topic]. Tone: [friendly/formal/direct]. Keep it under 150
words. Include a clear ask and a soft deadline.

(Pl Create a Full Content Calendar

Plan a month of content mapped to your business goals.

Create a 30-day content cal endar for ny [business]. Include post topic, platform content type
(video/i mage/text), caption draft, and best posting day for each. Focus on [goal: |eads/engagenent/awareness]

@ \Vrite YouTube Video Scripts

Get a complete script with hook, body, and CTA.

Wite a 10-m nute YouTube script about [topic]. Include a pattern-interrupt hook in the first 5 seconds, clea
sections with transitions, and a CTA to subscribe. Tone: energetic but authentic.

il Generate Newsletter Content

Write a complete email newsletter your subscribers will actually read.
Wite this week's newsletter. Topic: [topic]. Format: engagi ng subject |ine, 3-sentence intro, nmain insight
wi th exanpl es, one actionable takeaway, and a PS with a soft pitch for [product/service].

k@ Create Ad Copy Variations

Generate dozens of headline and description combinations for testing.

Wite 10 Facebook ad variations for [product/service]. Each needs a hook headline (under 40 chars), prinmary
text (under 125 words), and a CTA. M x enotional, logical, and curiosity-based angl es.

o]
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il \Write Product Descriptions That Sell
Turn feature lists into compelling product copy.

Wite product descriptions for these 5 itens [paste details]. Each should be 100 words, lead with the benefit
(not the feature), include sensory |anguage, and end with a reason to buy now.



Business and Productivity

il Analyze a Spreadsheet and Create a Report

Upload messy data and get a polished analysis with charts.
Anal yze this spreadsheet [upload CSV/ XLSX]. Find the key trends, outliers, and insights. Create a summary
report with the top 5 findings and export it as a formatted docunent.

Build a Competitive Analysis
Research competitors and get a structured comparison.

Research ny top 5 conpetitors in [industry]. For each one, find their pricing, key features, target audience,
strengths, and weaknesses. Create a conparison table and recomrend how | shoul d position against them

Create a Business Plan Outline
Go from idea to structured plan in one conversation.

Create a detailed business plan outline for [business idea]. |nclude executive summary, market analysis,
conpetitive |andscape, revenue nodel, marketing strategy, financial projections framework, and milestones for
the first 12 nonths.

7l Automate Morning Briefings

Set up a daily summary that runs every morning at 7am.

Every norning, check nmy Gmail for inportant emails, check my Google Cal endar for today's neetings, and give m
a briefing with: urgent emails that need replies, today's schedule, and a prioritized to-do |ist.

el Review and Summarize Contracts

Get plain-English explanations of legal documents.

Review this contract [upload]. Explain every section in plain English. Flag anything that could hurt ne. List
the 5 nost inportant things | should negotiate before signing.

Bl Create Pitch Decks from Scratch

Go from an idea to a presentation-ready slide deck.

Create a 12-slide pitch deck for [conpany/product]. Include: problem solution, market size, business nodel,
traction, team conpetition, financials, ask. Make it investor-ready.

il Set Up Auto-Drafted Email Replies

Have Claude draft responses to all your emails every morning.

Every norning at 8am scan ny inbox for all unread emails. For each one, draft a reply that matches ny
communi cation style. Triage them by urgency: respond now, respond today, or can wait.

il Build a Customer Onboarding Sequence

Create the entire flow from signup to active user.

Design a 7-emai | onboardi ng sequence for new custoners of [product]. Each email needs a subject |ine, body
copy, CTA, and the trigger/timng. Focus on getting themto [key activation nmetric].

ydl Create Standard Operating Procedures

Document your processes so anyone can follow them.

Create a detailed SOP docunment for [process]. Include step-by-step instructions, decision trees for edge cases
screenshots pl acehol der notes, and a checklist summary. Format it as a professional Wrd doc.
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Weekly Performance Report

Auto-generate a report pulling from your connected tools.
Pull ny social nedia analytics, email canpaign nmetrics, and website traffic data fromthis week. Create a
weekly performance report conparing to | ast week with percentage changes and recommendati ons.
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Learning and Research

el Get a Personal Tutor on Any Subject

Have Claude teach you anything at your level, step by step.
Teach me [subject] fromscratch. Start at beginner level. After each concept, give ne a quick quiz to check
under st andi ng before noving on. Adjust difficulty based on ny answers.

Summarize an Entire Book in 5 Minutes

Get key takeaways without reading 300 pages.
Summari ze [book title] by [author]. Gve nme the core thesis, top 5 insights, nobst inportant quotes, and 3
action items | can apply imediately. Keep it under 1,000 words.

Research Any Topic in Depth

Get a comprehensive research brief with sources.
Research [topic] thoroughly. Include current state, key players, recent devel opnents, different perspectives,
datal/statistics, and your assessnment of where things are headed. Cite your sources.

ﬂ
[y

Prepare for a Job Interview

Get tailored mock interview questions and coaching.
| aminterviewing for [role] at [conpany]. Gve ne 15 likely interview questions, suggest strong answers usin
the STAR net hod based on ny resune [upload], and list 5 questions | should ask them

w
\V]

Learn a New Language with Conversation Practice

Have real conversations with corrections and explanations.

Let's practice conversational [language]. Start at [beginner/internedi ate/ advanced]. Have a natural
conversation with me. After each of ny responses, correct any errors, explain why, then continue the
conver sati on.

w
w

Create Study Flashcards from Notes

Turn messy lecture notes into organized study materials.
Turn these |l ecture notes [upl oad/paste] into a set of 50 flashcards. Front: question or term Back: concise
answer. Organi ze by topic. Export as a formatted docunment | can print and cut out.

w
I

Explain Complex Topics Simply
Understand anything by having it broken down to basics.

Explain [conplex topic] to me like | am 12 years ol d. Use anal ogies fromeveryday |ife. Then gradual ly increas
the conplexity until | understand it at a college |evel. Check ny understanding along the way.

W
(&)

Ll \Vrite a Literature Review

Synthesize multiple sources into a structured academic review.

Wite a literature review on [research topic]. Oganize by thene rather than by source. Identify gaps in
exi sting research, conflicting findings, and areas that need further study. Academic tone, proper citations
fornat .
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Personal and Life Management

kyal Plan an Entire Trip from Scratch
Get a day-by-day itinerary with flights, hotels, and activities.

Plan a 7-day trip to [destination] for [nunber] people. Budget: $[X . Include flights, hotel recommendati ons,
daily itinerary with tinmes, restaurant suggestions, and a packing list. Factor in travel tinme between
| ocati ons.

Create a Personalized Fitness Plan

Get a workout and nutrition program based on your goals.

Create a 12-week fitness plan for ne. Goal: [l ose weight/build nmuscle/general fitness]. | can work out [X] day
per week for [X] minutes. Equipnent: [gym hone/bodywei ght only]. |nclude warm up, main workout, and cool - down
for each day.

Build a Monthly Budget from Bank Statements

Upload your transactions and get a categorized budget.

Anal yze this bank statenment [upload CSV]. Categorize every transaction (housing, food, transport,

entertai nment, subscriptions, etc.). Show nme where nmy noney is going and suggest specific areas to cut. Creat
a budget tenplate for next nonth.

Write a Resume Tailored to a Specific Job
Optimize your resume for a specific job posting.
Here is nmy current resune [upload] and here is the job posting [paste]. Rewite ny resune to match this
specific role. Mrror their |anguage, highlight relevant experience, and ensure it passes ATS screening. Scor
the new version out of 100.

Meal Prep for the Week

Get a full meal plan with grocery list and prep schedule.

Create a 7-day neal plan for [dietary preference]. Budget: $[X per week for [X] people. I|nclude breakfast,
lunch, dinner, and 2 snacks. G ve ne a consolidated grocery list and a Sunday neal prep schedul e to batch-coo
as much as possible.

Negotiate a Better Salary
Get a complete negotiation strategy with scripts.

| have a job offer for [role] at [conpany] for $[X]. | want $[Y]. G ve ne a negotiation strategy including:
mar ket data to support ny ask, an emmil counter-offer, a phone script for the call, and fallback positions if
they cannot neet ny nunber.

Get Help with Taxes and Deductions

Find deductions you are probably missing.

| ama [job type/freel ancer/busi ness owner]. Walk ne through every tax deduction | mght be eligible for. Ask
me questions about ny situation to identify ones | may be missing. Create a checklist of docunments | need to
gat her before filing.
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Coding and Technical

yvall Build a Full Web App from a Description

Go from idea to working application with Claude Code.
Build a [type] web app using React and Node.js. Features: [list]. Include user authentication, a dashboard, ar
a database. Set up the project structure, wite all the code, and run the tests.

Debug Your Code with Explanations

Find and fix bugs while learning what went wrong.
This code is broken: [paste code]. Find every bug, explain what is causing each one, fix them and show ne th
corrected version with comrents expl ai ni ng each change.

Convert Code Between Languages

Translate an entire codebase from one language to another.
Convert this Python script to JavaScript/TypeScript [paste code]. Keep the sanme |ogic and functionality. Add
type annotations. Include comments where the translation required different patterns.

Write Tests for Existing Code

Generate comprehensive test coverage automatically.

Wite unit tests for this code [paste/upload]. Cover edge cases, error handling, and happy paths. Use
[Jest/Pytest/your framework]. Aimfor at |east 90% coverage. |nclude conments expl aining what each test
val i dat es.

Create APl Documentation

Generate professional docs from your codebase.
Read ny APl codebase [upload or point to files] and generate conplete APl docunentation. |nclude endpoints,
request/response formats, authentication, error codes, and exanple requests wi th curl commands.

Set Up CI/CD Pipeline

Configure automated deployment from scratch.
Set up a CI/CD pipeline for ny [framework] project using GtHub Actions. Include: linting, testing, building,
and depl oynment to [Vercel / AWS/ your platfornj. Add staging and production environnents.

Build a Chrome Extension

Create a working browser extension from a description.
Build a Chrone extension that [describe functionality]. Include a popup U, background script, content script
if needed, and proper manifest.json. Package it so | can install it locally for testing.
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Start Using Claude Today

You now have 50 real use cases with exact prompts. Pick one, open Claude, paste it in, and see
what happens. That first result will show you why Claude is different.

For more Al tools, strategies, and guides:

Follow @MaverickAl

Drop "CLAUDE" in the comments for this full guide.
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